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Sarawak, and the Aleutian Islands in the North Pacific.
Among the Lapps, no one will do a thing so obviously ill-
omened as to quench a firebrand in water while any of the
family is out fishing. Among the Eskimo when the hunters
are out on the ice, the chief danger is that the ice may crack
and drift off; so to avoid precipitating this disaster, no
bedding must be lifted from the floor, and no hewing or
pounding or work of any kind involving noise be done.1
And for the same reason, at every Greek sacrifice the command
was given, Ev^rj^elre, " Speak good words only ! " and,
since gods are kittle cattle and there is no saying what
may not offend the unseen powers in one way or another, the
devout Hellene felt it safest not to speak at all. For an ill
omen is a terrible thing. To us, to stub one's toe in the gate-
way when starting out, or for a barrister to drop his glasses
as he rises to speak, is irritating; and admittedly, in some
critical position where one needs to be at one's best, to be
thrown out of one's stride and put out of humour may have
serious consequences ; but to pre-rationalist man—to an
ancient Roman, for example—such a stumble at starting
is a far more serious matter.
We need not and should not explain all early Greek
ritual as having a practical magical end in view. Some
of it—for instance, much of the merry worship of Dionysos—
expresses simply the joie de vivre; though the two aspects
are always blending and running into one another. Even
the great Games were acts of worship ; like the dancing of a
Greek chorus, it was a matter of " praying with one's whole
body ", in Professor Murray's phrase. And this kind of
emotional expression also is not peculiar to man. Birds with
their peculiarly intense and vivid life, often seem to expend
their surplus energy in play, flying and tumbling simply
" for the pleasure of it"; and, especially, the supreme
occasion of courtship and mating is accompanied in many
species with what can only be called a genuine ritual.2 One
1 Frazer, G,B. i, pp. 12Q-131.
4 For a good example, cf. " Courtship of the Red-throated Diver " in
Julian Huxley's Essays of a Biologist.

